THE CHARACTERS IN THE STORY.
THE HONORABLE GEOFFrEY BAKRINGTON, son of Lord Brandan, a
Captamn 10 the Briush Army. resigns his commission when he weds

brought up and educated in French convent schools and introduced to

London society by

LADY EVERINGION, a " rilliant matchmaker, who did not foresee the result
of the bringing together of the two. Lady Fverington in her anxiety for the
young Captain, who has been her special protege, interviews

COUNI SA110, the Japanese Amlassador, who tells her the Fujinamis belong
to the nouveaux riches of Japan, but gives little information of their origin
or the source of their wealth. A visit to his wife's guardians, the Muratas,
a Japanese family living 2 Paris, and a sojourn among the cosmopolitans
of Deauville sharpen che desi-c to swe Japan, Aboard the ship they meet

VISCOUNT KAMIMURA, returning home te wed a bride chosen by his'family,

whom he has never seen, A stor

at Nagasaki is the first sight of real

Japan. A part of the revelation is the Chonkina, or Geisha danoe, seen b_y
Barrington 1 company with two Enghsh acquaintances. Barrington is

shocked by the performance

TANAKA, a nondescript Japanese, attaches himself to the Barrir‘mtons. follows
them everywhere and accompanies them to | okyo, where Geoflrey meets
KEGGIE FORSYTH, Attache of the Bntish Embassy, musical and romantic,
shaking off old attachments in Pans for a new one in lapan, the novelty

being
YAE SMITH, daughter of a _apanese

mother and an English father. Buar

rington meets Miss Smith, whio st okes and languishes in Forsyth's apart-
ments at the Embassy. darrington, trom a talk with -
LADY CYNTHIA CAIRNS, vife of the British Ambassador, learns of Yae's

many—some fatal—love affaire and

of the Embassy’s disapproval of For-

syth's engagement to the young woman.

110, lawyer for the Fujinam estate,

who has made regular remittances

to Mrs Barrington, arranges for her and ber husband o meet the Fu-
jinamis of l'okyo. Ihe entartainments fail to impress Barrington, to w.hum
Japanese family customs reem odd and contradictory. A family business

conterence disclosss the iuct that the Fujinami income is derived from |

the Geisha house privileges in ‘Tokyo and elsewhere, Under the tutelage of

her cousin.

ASA KO, Barrington's bride. begins 1o learn something of Japanese family cus
toms and hear about aer father and mothers, the one a poet, the other a
delicate, clinging little woman, vho died wher Asako was born. Barrington
and Yae Smith are Forsyth's guests at Kamakura, They leave a dance
to watch the Japanese peasants on the beach. Yae flirts with Geoffrey, who
carnies her back to rorsyth's house in his arms. They have been sten
by lanaka Asako learns from her cousin that childlessness is cause for
divorce 1n Japan. She spends much time in the Fujinami household.
Forsyth surprises Ueoffrey and Yae Smith in his uwn rooms,  Geoffrey
declares his innocence; the girl accuses him, and i a violent tirade gives
Barringten his first knowledge of the source of his wife's income.  Asako
learns of the incident and turms a deaf ear to her husband’s explanations
and pleas for forgivkness. snder persuasion by Ito, Barrington signs a ducu
ment which divorces Asako. He returns to England, Asako too, learny of
the source of *her income and becomes disgusted with Japanese customs.

CHAPTER XXIV. (Continued.)
The Autumn Festival.

HAKO no longor
felt like & Jup-
anene. The
sight of  her
countrymen in
their drab mo-
notenous  thou-
sands mickened
her. The liss
and enckle of
thelr jncompre.
lisngible tongun
beat wupon  her
brain  with a
dendly inces-
sant sound, like
ralndrops to ono

wlhu ix impatiently awalting the re-

turn of fine weather,

Ilere al Tkegumi, the distant view
ol the sca and the Yohohama ship-
plng Invited Asalo to escape. But
where could she escape to? To Eng-
Tand., Bhe was an Englishi woman
v longer,  Bho had cust her husband
ol 16r insuificlent ressons, She had
wen oold, loveless, nwrrow-minded
and silly. She had ncted, as alie now
recognized, lurgely on the suggesilon
oi others. Like o fool she had be-
lieved what had been told, She hind
not trusted her love for her husband.
As usual, her thoughis returned to
Cicolfrey, and to the constant danger
whlelh threatened him, Lately, ahe
Tiod slurted to write a letter to him
e eral times, hut bud never got fur-
thrr than “Dearest Gpofrrey. '

mhe wus glad when the iecituting
Hay wan over, when the rpesy sunset
clouds showed through the triinks of
e cryptomeniins, when the nmight fell
ond the great stars lke lamps hung
in the branchex. Bul the nlght
Liroughit no silence. Paper lanterns
were lighted round the temple, nnd
rougl acotylonoe flares it up 1he
tuwdry fuirings, The chattering, o
Leirgaining, the clatter of the gela
lvcame murs terdrfving even than in
tuytime, It was llke betng In the
Uirhuess in o cage of wild beasts,
biesird, 1ell, Lut unseen.

The evenlng Lirecze was cold In
ity of the blg woden  fireboxen
strewn over thetr stall, the Fulinami

* phivering.
Lot us go for u wulk,"” suggested

U usin Spdake

The two giels stroitedl  alc g Lhe
ridge o the hill as far as the five.
dtored pagodu. They pasised the ten
hotse, w0 femous for e plum-blos
aomy in early Mareh.  TL was bright!
lighted, The paper rectungles of the
alinjl were aglow Ilke an Duminated
hwneycomlb,. The wooden wally e
rounded with the jubgle of the sami
s, the high serewming geivhy voloes,
und the rough lwughter of Lhe guesis
From one room Lhe nhojl wers pushed
upen; and drunken men could by sren
vwith kimonos thronn back from thets
vhoulders showing a body reddeped

fwilh sake. They hed taken the

jeishay’ metruments from them, and

were perlorming un impromijplu song

and danes, whila the girls clupped
whielr hands snd writhed with laugh-

ment, the clatter of the geta, and {he
hum of the crowd. =

Starlight revealed the landsape.
The moon was rising through n
cloud's lguescence, SHoon the hun-
dreds of ice-plots’ would eatch her
full reflection. The outline of the coast
of Tokio Bay was visible as for os
Yokohumn; su were the broad pool of
Ikegaml wnd the lumpy masses of the
lillls inland,

The lundscape wus allve with lights
lHghts dim, lights bright, lghte
slationary, lights in swaylng maove-
ment round each contre of population
L looked ps i the slars hnd fallen
from heaven, and were being shifted
and sorted by carcfiyl gleaners,

As each nebula of white umina-
fion assembled itself, 11 began to move
noross the vast plain, drawn inwards
townrd IThegaml from cvery point of
the compass as though by & magnetic
foree. These were tho lanlern pro
vesslone of pilgrims. They Jooked liko
the souls of the righteous rising from
carth (o heaven In @ canto from
Dante.

The elusters of lighis  slarted,
moved onwards, paused,  rogrouged

themselves and struggled forwarnd,®

until in the nurrow siroet of the vil
lage under the hill Asalo could dis-
tinguish the shapes of the lanlern-
Learers and thelr strange antics, wod
the sacred pulunyuin, o kKind of enor-
moun wooden beehive, whilch was the
centre of euch procvession, bosne o
the sturdy shoulders of & swarm of
young men to the beal of drums und
the inevitable chant
Namu myohn renge kyo.

Elowly the procession jolted up i
slocp stairway ang cams to rest witl
thelr heavy burdens In fropt of (i
tlemple of Nichiren

I is very silly."" sald Cousin Ba
dake, "o be so superstitious, T think.*”

"Then why are wo hered™ ashed
Asako,

"My grandfather in yery super
stibwous, and my foather s wfrald w
Bay "No' o hine. My father does not
Lelieve (o any gods or Buddhas; Lt
lie pays iU does no bharm, and it oy
o  gul AN our family I8 goliol-
Kutsugr (hrandishers of sacred syvin.
Lol Wo think that with all this
prayer we can turn pway the trouble
of Tukoent

UWhy, whial s the matter with Mre
Takesmy Wiy s he not liero? and

Matsitho San und the ¢hildron

10 i & great secrel,’ suld the Tu
pinaind couEi, Ysoeuy will tell no one,
You will pretend also even with m
Pt sou do ngl kiiow Tuheshl San
& Viry  wivh The doctor save thal

lie e & legwes

Avtibhe  plared meomprehending
Buduka wonl gy

"You saw Uhis mociing those ugly
Lo They wore nll so torribile Lo
e My brothnr s begomipe ke that
It s B sliekniess I vhnnot Lo euied
owill e Bim very slowly  “PPerhiops

s wife Matsu und his ehildeet also

huve the slukneres Perhapas wo too
ure sick No ouie can tell, not fw
Inany yoarn,™

Ugly wings swciued 10 cover the
night The world bepeath the il
Ld become the 1t of Hell, und the
points of Tight weore dovily' gpears
Abtiko Uramliled

T

San wis a bad man,
wns rude to his father,
He thought only
of goinlii and had women,
ASAKO FUJINAMI, 9eiress, daughter of Japanese parents, who are dead, I«
woman who wan slek
the bad Inge of the Fujinaml family.
M3 not the old woman of Akabo lay
Tt is the gurse of the Yoshiwura

nunl sleep that
promiseuity of the tamily dead.
Fufimnml Takeshi lnd been wickly
bt then hig course of
Hie could hnrdly be called & healthy
Kashio had been called 0
A Blosd test was Liken
T'he doctor then pronounced that the
suffering  from

fot some time,

In the village of
the Kartlzawn

Kusutsu, beyvoid
Mountuins, there la o
natarnl Lot spring whose waters o
allevintion of the
In this place thero 8 g weg-
tlement of well-to-do lepers
It was decided to banish poor Tulkeahi.
His wife, Matsuko, nuturally was os-

him und to muke life an comfortatile
for him ns she coubd,
doom wis nlimost cortain
WA no quosljon,
tution #nd no pridse
wife I8 obliged to became an
If her hushamd's well belng demand 1
The chlldren were sont o the ances.
tral villuge of Akubo

Her eventual

no cholee, no hesi-
Every Juphnest

CHAPTER XXV.
Japanese Courtship.

Hatsuru-tomarl no

Moo omol-yase i
Hito no ke puye wl
With a rocking
() ol great ships
iding at anchor
| have at last become worn out with

Because of a child of man.
Fulinumi returned to

bad bwon demolistied,

ugly scur tvmlined, u sl of eharred

shit's foreign bedstesd, onice
uppssiil 1o lgeye
ey aveiden ol
Fujdinami tientarg,

roobuild wt on
hind objected thot

asn e e Traturtys! evSpeNt v B ¥ fe D

misfortune was situated in the nort!

cast corner of thotmansion, a quarter
notoriounly oxposed to the attackhs of
ont (ovil spirits). He was in favor

vf total demolishment.

Thin was oniy ono of the differences
uf opinion between the two senjors of
the house of Fujinmml, whilch bepume
mote frequent as thoe clouds of disis-
o guthersl over the home - in Ak -
nlo. A fur mors Lhorny problom

waus Lhe question of the succesajon

With the living death of ‘Pakesti
thevn whs no male heir, HSevern!
familly couneils wera held in the pres-

crive of the two Mr, Fijinam) genet

iy in the lowor-housds, nt swhich six
or seven membors of the collatern!

Lrunches wWera also present Girand
tuther Gennisuke, who despised Ta

keshi a8 a waster, would not lston
to any plon on bahalf of his childron

““To n bad father o bad ohild,'" lie
vhunclated, his restless Jaw mastical-

ng mnmoroe I'-"'lll‘l--llrly than ever.

He was strongly of oplnlon that it
Wi the curgo of Asako's futher which
liadd |'rnH}!||‘ thix sorrow upon his
family Rutsumloe sand Asalto weres
representatives of the elider branch
Himself, Gentiiro amd "Takeshl wore
e SUrpers Restore  the elder
braunch to jts rights and the Indignant
khiogl would cease to plugus them all

Such was the nrguinent of grand
futlior Gotinosuke.
Fulinamt  Gentaro naturally  sup

ported the elaima of hils own progjeny.

11 Talkushi's children were disinhor

wed  becnuse of the leprous straln,
thien. st depst, Sadako remalned, Hhe

wnk 0 woll-vducated aund serious gitl
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fumn day was coo), 1to was ngitating
n fan. He was ovidently nervous.
licfore approuching the sanctum he
tad Bown his nose Into & small

quire place of soft paper. which is

¢ Jupaneso upology for n handkers
vhiet

M. Falinami frowned.  He waa tired
of budiness matters and the worry of
ther peoble's affulrs. He longed for
ace

“Indocd, tho weather hecomes per-

aptibly cooler,” sald Mr. Ito with a
luw prosimtion,

“I thete W buginess,™ his patron

pHivd oriaply, “please step up into
vom."

M. Mo #lipped off his geta, amd
asvehnded Trom  the  gurden  putle
When he had settled himself o the

arrect attitude with legs crossed and
folded, Mr. Fujinam| pushed over to-
ward him o packet of clgurettes, ndd-

"IMeuse, without embarrassment,
pouk quickly what you have to sny.”

A Jto ghiose g clgnrette, and slowly
pitiched togather  the cnrdbonrd
wilder, which formed Ita lower half.

“Inderd, sengel, It s a difficult mat
tor,” he Legon. "It s & matter which
shionld be handled by an Intermed!-
aby. I 1 speuk face to face llke a
farclgner tle muster will exeuse my
rideness.'

“Plegso mpeak clearly.”

"I owe toy advancement In lfe en-
tirely to the master. I was an eml-
prant and a vagahbond over threas
thousind worlds. The nfhster gave
me n bome and Juerative emplayment.

“SHE DREW FROM THE BOSOM OF HER KIMONO THE SHORT

SWORD IN ITS SHEATH OF SHAGREEN."

she knew foreign languages. Bhe

vould make o britliant marviage. Hor

usband would he ndopted ons leir,
Herhups tha Governor of Osako?

The other members of the connell
hook thelr liotds, and Lreatlied deep-
Iy. Were thers ne Pulinami left of
the collaterad branches? Why adopt
i tanin. (oulside persons)?  So spoke
the M, | the man with & wen, wha

ladl un @xe of v own to grind

It wan dvcrded lo ehoose tho non-

in-law cundidate frst of all; wnd,
aiterwards, 1o declds which of the
givln e wos o marry,  Porhups 1t
would Iy s well to gon=ult the
fortune tolles At any rote. o list of

wuttible spplivants would bo prepuared

for the mext mel e

When toen speult of the future.”

sald  Grmndfather Gennosuke, *the
vite dncthe eelling ligg)

Ho i vanfolvtivos broke up

Mt Fupnami Gentaro had nue sovner
returned to the nendemic calin of hi
chiusto readin Wil tlgin Ale, Mg ap
i e [ thiee Ly il

I"e 1 "

mare moist than

have served the mastey for many

vinrs; with my poor effort tho for-
tunes of the fumily have perhaps
incrensed, [ have beeone ag It were
i som to the Fujinami,"

He paused at the word “son His

vmployer bhad causht hils meaning,
and was frowning more than ever
At Jast he answered:

o axpect too much ix a dangerous

thing. To choose i yoshi (adopted son)
I a Jdifficult question. T myself cun-
not docide such grave matters. Thege
must be consultation with the rest of
the Fujinami family, You yourself
hawva .-‘uggostrd. that tov, Bugiwara
might poerhaps be a sultable porson.””

At that time the talk was of Bada

Han: thix time the talk i of Asa Ban."’

A Clash of Inspiration gtruck Mr.

Pujinami Gientaro, and & gush of -
Wel, By giving her (o 1o, he might
e able 1o sidetrack Asuko, and leave
tho highway (o Inheritanes free for
hig own Jdaughter, But Tto had grown
too powarful to e altogether trusted.

o1 omust be cledrly understood, 't
aid the muaster, That it §s the hus

““Thanka to the master' ha =aid,
“there Is money In plonty. There ls
to speak of such matters,
for Asa San only.

girl 18 & beautiful child, and altogether
a halkara person. My wife 1s old and
barten and of
have a wife who Is worthy of my po-
sition In tha house of Fujinam! San.''

The head of the family cackied with
ha was much re-

So it 18 love,
i 1t? You nre

Well, indesd, love s n goml
Whit you hinve sl shall be
well considersd

Bo tho lawyer was dismissed.

IMifinaml put forward the
proposul that Asako should be murried
forthwith (o the fumlly factotum, who
should, bo given A Jump sum down In
for a surrender of
further clalm in his own name or his
wife's to any share In the tamily cap-

he concluded,
brain of our business,
1y haro (prime minister).

He 18 the fam-

To his sarprise, the proposal met
with ununimous opposition.
of the fumily envied and disliked Ito,
whe wis regarded as Mr. Fujinaml's
pampered favorite,

Grandfuther Gennosuke was especl-
ally indignant.
he ecaploded in obne

thoso fits of rage common ta old mon
in Japun; “give the daygliter of the
clder brancli

1f the dpirit of Kutsundo has
bo a good thing for s

s a bud inge. By dolng
It will betome

Alreudy there

Worso and worm,
the whole house of Vufinemi s ratnged
This [to s a
for-nothing, a*'
Theo old gentleman collupscd

rascal, a thief
undecided except for ane thing
Asuko was quite inedoissible;
When the “family prime minister
his muastey on the sub-
roposnd had been rojected
and Lis patron had Lo teallge that the

Tty sald that

end of the year,
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nd his excuse for what would other-
wise be an lnexcusable Impertinenge.
The master was aware that politics in
Japan were In an unscttled state, and
thnt the new Cabinel was scurcely es-
tiublizhed; thnt a storm would over-
throw it, and that the Opposition woro
nlready looking nbout for a sultable
seundal to use for thelr revengo. He,
Tte, held the evidence which they de-
nired—the full story of the Tobita con-
cosslon, with the names and dotalls of
the enormous bribes distributed by the
Mufinumi. If these things wore pub-

lished, the Government woulil certuinly

till; niso the Tobite concession would
vy lost wnd the whole of that grost
outliny; alsoe the Fujinunid’'s leiadiong
politioal friends would be discredited
and ruined, There would be a big
trinl, and exposiire, und outery, and
Judgment, and prison. The maoster
miist excuse his servant for speaking
50 rudely to Mg bhenefactor. Bul In
love there aie no deruples; and he
must hnve Asst S, Aftef all, after
his long service, wis his reqiest s
unreasonable?

Mr. Fujinmml Gentaro, thoroughly
sceared, protested thuat Liv himself was
In favor of the matoh, He begged for
time #0 as to Le able to convert the
other members of thie family council,

“Perhaps,’ sugsested I1to, “if Ara
Sun were sent wway from Altasaka)
perhapa it sho Were living alone, it
would be more easy to manage. What
14 absent Is soun forgotten. Mr. Fu-
Jnum! Gennosuke Is & very old gen
tluman; he would soon forget Huyilis
Han could then take her proper posl-
tion as the only dauglitor of the FPujl-
nami Waes thero not o smell house
by tha river side at Mukojums, which
lind beesn trented for Asa Ran? Por-
hapn che would like to live there—
nulte wlone.'”

“Perhaps Tto Kun would visit lier
from timeo to thne,” sald M. I'ujl
naml, ploased with the {deu; *she will
he so lonely ] there 18 no knowing.'*

The one person who Was neyer con-
sulted, and who Mad not the remotest
notion of what wuas golng on, woy
Asako herself.

Asako was most unhappy. The dis-
appearance of Fujinami Tukeshl ex
asperated  the competition betweon
herself and her cousin, Just uy for-
merly all HBadako's Intelllgenco anil
charm hed been exeried to attract her
English relative 1o the house in Aku-
sakn so now she applied all her force
to drive her cousin out of the fum'ly
virela. For many weeks now Asako
had been lznored; but after the je-
turn from Jkegami a positive perse-
cution commenced, Although the
nighta were growlug chilly, she wus
given mno‘extre hedding. Her neils
were np longer served to her; she had
to get what rhe could from the
kitehen. The servants, Imitating
thelr mistress's attitude, were delib-
eritely disobliging and rude to (1%
little forelgner,

Sadako und her mother wounld eneer
at her awkwanlncess and at hey Jgnor-
ance of Japancse customs, Her ol
waa tied anyhow: for she bl e
matd. Her hair was untidy: for sho
uwns not allowed a halrdresser

They nicknummsd her rashivmen (Roat
face), uslng an ugly plang wonkior u
torelgner's Jepaness nistress:  and
they would pretend thint she smelled
1o & Europoun,

The war evepn was  used  to ol
Asnlin Every Ghrman sSuccess Wil
grected with acclamation. The ox
plolts of the Emden were Toudly
pralsed: and the tragedy of Curone
was glogted over with satisfuetion

“Iho  Germans will win  beciuse
1liey are brave,”" sald Badako

$The English lose too miny prriscen
crs; Japancse poldiers are never thlken
prisoner.’”

“When the Japanesc Goeneral of
dered the attack ou ‘I'singlao, the
Engllish regiment fan away !

Cousin Baduko snnounced her inten
tion of studying Germun

“Nohody will speak Knglish now,"
sho  sald. *The English e di
graced, They eunnot Hght

1 wish Japan would mitke wir on
the English.,'” Asako answerwd L
terly, “‘you would get ruch o Lwad
ing that you woulid never boust agnin
Look at wy husband.” she elded
proudiy; **he 1s so blg und strong i vl
brave. He could pieck up two or threr
Japaness Genecads like toyk and kunock
thelr hends together."

¥iven Mr., FPujiniml Genturo Juined
uhice or twice in these debates, und an
nounced sententipusly

“Twenty wveurs ago Japan defouied
Ching, und took Korew., Ten yeors
ngo wo dJdeofeatod Russic ond  took
Muoanchuria, This wyeur wao defeal
Cermany und take Taingtiv. In lon
vears we shall defest Americin and
tuke Hawaill and the Phillppines. 1In
twenly youars we shall defeat Englund

il take India and Australid,  Then
wo Japatese shall be the most powers

il natlon in the workd Thin In out
Jdivine mission "

1L was charneteristhy of tho lovalty
ol Asaka's nuture, thet it heug)
very  lgnorant  of  the woar, pf e
causes wnd s vielssitudes, yel sl

reamined fAercely tirue 1o Woglund ane
fhie Alles, and could never goeeepl 1

Jupunese Jdetachiment Abeive pll, $h
thought of her husbund's  dange!
haunted her Waking and wleaping

she could see him, swersl th Taend,
leadinge his men to desperats uend
to-hand strugeler, Hhka those  poi
traved In the erude Japatnese chromo-
graphs, which Sadako showed her to
play upon her fewrs Pour Asnko!
How shoe lated Japan now! How
ehe louthed the eramped, Jdruughty,
uneombortible lire! How sho feared
the smiling faces and the watehiul
cyves, Lrom which lo seomed she never

Lady Everington hud been there,
They had watched the pigeon shoot-
ing In the wurm sonlight, They had
gono to the opera in the evening—
“Madame Bulterfly®! e

Asalo had tmegined herself In the
role of the herolne, so gentle, o
faulthful, walting and walting in he
little womlen honuse for thé big whi

usband—who nover came. What was
lat? Eha henrd the guns of his ship
suluting the barbor. He was comn-
ing back to her ot Iast—but not
wlonel A womun was with him, a
white woman!

Alone, In lier lare room—her gnly
compunion u fliuky vellow chrysad-
themum nodding In the draught—
Asako sobbed and sobbed as though
hiir heart were breaking, Somebody
tupped at the sliding shutter. Asako
vould not answer. The shojl was
pushed open, and Tanakn entered

Asiho was glad to see Wim,  Alone
of the household Tunaka wis st
deterentinl In his attiinde towards lits
Jute mistress He was always ready
Lo talk about the old time which
guve hor o Witter pleasure.

“It Lodyship s so =ad,” he began.
a4 he had been conclied In Tis part
haforehand by the Fujinoami, *“why
Tadyship stay in this house? Change
house, changs trouble, we say,"

“But whore can 1 go?"" Asako nak-
od holplessly,

"Ladyshlp haa pretty honss by riv-
ar Leink," s'iggested Tannka. *“‘Lady-
ship van stuy two mouth, thrw
month, Then theg springtime conim
atd Ladyship feel quite happy aguin.
BEvon 1, in tho winter season, 1 findy
the mind sery digtress It is oflen

I'v e plone, 1o boe (ree fron lhl. l

dudly fnmults and eruelty; this in itself
would b happlness to Asako,
“HBur will Alr. Pofinnmt allow me 1o

L0 sho ashed, timorously
“Ladyship must be brave,” said the

counsellor. “"Ladyship 's not prisoner,
ladyvship must say, 1 go. But perhnps

I van arrange matter for Ladyship.*™ m
“oh, Tanakn, please do. 1'm 20 un-

linppy here.
1wl e enok and mald for Lady-

ship, 1 mwvsel! wijl b seneschall™”

Mr. Fujinamt Gentaro and his fame-
Iy wern delighted (o hear that their
plan was working so smoothly, and
ihnt ther could #o easily get rid of
thelr emburrassing oousin, The *‘sen-

il was Instructsd at onca to gee
ybout arrangements for the house.
which led not been lived in sines e

new tonunos

Next evening, when Asako hod
ad the two gullts on the goldsn
matting, when slic had 11t the riwhe
Light in the square wundon, when the
two glirls wers Iyving side by $lde under
the heavy wiadded bedelothes, Sadako
ald t9 her cousin:

“Asa Chan, T do not think you like
ne now as much as you used to ke

or
i

“I alwais Like people when T have
viten Nied them'" said Asako; b
cvervihinge ix diffaremt now."*

"I see. vour heart chiunges guiekly,”™

| hier vousan bitlerly

“No, T hinve tried io ehange, bul ¥
vannot clinnge. T have (ried to be-
vime Japaness, byt T cannol even
learn he Jupaucse language. T do
not Nike the Jupaness way of Hving.
I Franes and in England | was als
Wirs hipns I don’t think 1 shail
exver o hinppy oguin. '

“You hud letter marry a Jap-
imesn, " sald Spdako, “or you will be®

ome ol mald.  Why notl many,
Ito Sun? 1l suys he likes you, He
oo ciever man,  He hus plenty of
femes . e bs used (o foreign ways. "

“Miairy Mr. 1! Asalo exclaluied,
aghast. “*But he has a wife already.**

“They will diveres, Tt is no trouble.
Fhore aro not even clilldren,**

F would rather dic thun marry uny
Jopianose” sobd Awdko with convie-
tion,

Sudako Vufinam! turned® her back
sl pretended to sleep; but lepng
thioweh the dirk, cold night Asako
could gecl her nening  restlesaly to
'l‘l'r fro

some Uime abont miduight Asuko
Weard her e called :

“Asn Chun, are vou awake?'

“Yes: m oanything the matter?*

“Asa Uhan, 1 your house by (e
viver oo will Lo lenely.

B Hely Yo ntil.

"I oam nol ufrald to be  lonely,**
Asako answeired; I am afraid of
fmople. "

“Look!'™ said her copsing "1 give
you tlis""*

she drew from the bosom of  her
Imone the =hort swond Jn Its mheath
of shagroen, wiach Asako had seen

e or Twice tbelore

IL s very old,'! she continued; *it

1_-'1<-|u:'-l I Wy another's  peaple
They wore sutiurad of He Benda
flan. I ol Jupan every noble girl
chartied suel o short sword: tor slie
.""- ‘Better desth than  dishonor.'
When 1lie 1ime came o din  sho
wupld striks nere, an the throat, not
tou hard, but pusiung strongly, But
first she would Ue hor geet togethor
Witk Ll obidome, the sk siriog
which yobr have (o hold  your o
i gt Thut was In case the legs
open tao mibeh, she must not dis
imtncdest attitude, S0 when Gensrnl
Nogo did harakin 6t Emperor Muel)i'n
funaral, Lis  wite, Uountess Nogi,
Villed hernelf niso with such a sword
I give ¥ou my sword because in e
house by the river voun will bo lonely
—and things might happen, 1 aoun
never use the mwosd myself now. It
wis tho sword of my ancestors !
am not pure now. | cannot use s
sword, 10 1 KU myself T throw my

self dulo the  river ke w  ocommond
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could  encupe! pelaha, o 1T think 1t 18 hest you marey
: . Yo L S i oim . \
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